CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet Member for Children and Families
with the Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning
held on Tuesday, 12th January, 2016 in the Management Meeting Room,
Westfields, Middlewich Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ

PRESENT
Councillors Rachel Bailey and A Arnold.

Officers in attendance:

David Hallam — Principal Conservation Officer

Sean Hannaby — Director of Planning and Sustainable Development
Cherry Foreman — Democratic Services Officer

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION

Brian Chaplain (South Knutsford Residents Group(s)) welcomed the Design
Guide and appreciated the amount of work that had gone into its production. In
the light of the number of development applications in the pipeline he asked for
the consultation to begin as soon as possible, so the Guide could help inform
those developments. In addition he asked for consideration to be given to the
provision of printed copies of the Design Guide being placed on deposit at some
key locations.

In response to a question concerning the production of design guides for other
scales/types of development it was confirmed that it was intended these would be
produced in due course and so add to the design guidance available.

CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH DESIGN GUIDE - AUTHORITY TO
UNDERTAKE CONSULTATION

It was reported that Cheshire East was experiencing significant pressure for
change, and securing high quality design and protecting the character of the area
were key Council and community priorities. The Council was, therefore,
implementing a number of measures including the preparation of a Design Guide
for adoption by the Council as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) to the
Local Plan.

e*SCAPE Urbanists had been appointed to assist the Council in preparing the
Design Guide; they were specifically chosen because of their local knowledge,
being based just outside Macclesfield, and because they had a practical



understanding of modern housing development through working with a number of
the main housing developers.

The Design Guide comprised two documents; the first volume defined what was
special about Cheshire East as a place and the process developers need to follow
to deliver and explain design quality within proposals; volume 2 built on the
content of volume 1 and set out guidance on achieving quality in respect of a
range of topic areas ranging from urban design through to achieving quality of life
for occupants of new developments.

There had been extensive engagement with internal stakeholders, in addition to
engagement and training for Councillors and Development Management officers.
There had also been some soft testing of the guide and meetings with developers
and agents, both at the commencement of the project and recently to unveil the
Design Guide in its draft form.

The Design Guide now needed to be consulted upon publically, following a
Sustainability Assessment (SA). The intention was to use the same consultation
portal as that for the Local Plan consultation. The consultation period would be
for 6 weeks, with the intention of getting the Design Guide adopted as soon as
possible thereafter.

In considering the accessibility of documents it was agreed that a copy of
Volumes 1 and 2 of the Design Guide be placed on deposit at the three main
service centres of Crewe, Macclesfield and Sandbach.

RESOLVED
1. That officers be authorised to conduct public consultation on the Draft
Cheshire East Borough Design Guide after undertaking a Sustainability
Assessment (SA) and to make any minor amendments required to the
document as a result of the SA and initial informal feedback.

2. That a printed copy of the draft Design Guide be placed on deposit at the
three main service centres at Crewe, Macclesfield and Sandbach.

The meeting commenced at 1.50 pm and concluded at 2.15 pm



